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Hitoe Fukuzawa

Chairwoman

2023 International Friendship Exchange Executive Committee,
Principal

Washinomiya Higashi Junior High School

This project is an initiative that has been dispatching and accepting homestay students since
2015 with the aim of deepening exchanges and promoting mutual understanding between
junior high school students in Kuki City and junior high school students in Roseburg, Oregon,
USA.

However, due to the effects of the COVID-19, we have continued to interact online for a while,
but we have now resumed accepting students in Kuki City for the first time in five years.

The ten students who came from Roseburg this year were high school students who were
unable to come to Japan when they were in middle school. The messages that each person
delivered on their final day were filled with joy and gratitude that their dream had come true.

| believe that through this project, the students of Roseburg and those who accepted the
homestay program were able to realize once again the fun and importance of international
exchange.

We hope that the children who experience this project will use this experience as an
opportunity to spread their wings around the world and eventually give back to Kuki City.

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone involved in this project.
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Ayaka Ogi (High School Student)
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| was happy that Sarina was glad to go to the festival and to have
fireworks with my Japanese friends. | would like to see you again in
Japanor the U.S. | hope we can continue to connect through social
media and other means to keep each other updated on what is going
on.

Salina Herrera

BAADKIE, IND BT THA I MDA TRBEL VWKITOOEDICH T EBWES, TR M7 7
SU—ETOREIR, HBIZELETERVWRRALBEWVWETL, Ny FPUXE (D3 BIZP Y720 T
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LEBATLEDY, ZOBN T THRITZLIVELLZEATEALLRBVET, B EMEFEROREALLE
BITRECHI YT —DE>TANBH L WVWEBBEZBRS ZEARIFETLT, TOHRTHLLBRIC
AVDTH—=bEREDITE L RTCLBHATEE-> THIITE, BRTE-7BETFIEEEFICIEENAE
WeEBWnEd,
Our trip to Japan was one of the most fun trips | think | will ever go on. Staying with my host family was an experience |
don’t think I'll ever have again and I’'m very glad | got to check it off my bucket list. My family didn’t do anything the
traditional way that we were taught before the trip, and | think it made the trip so much more enjoyable for me. | loved
the hours | got to spend with Ayaka and her friends at night and | always loved the new food | got to try from her
mother. | found my new favorite dessert there! I’'ve already madedango at home, but | don’t think | could ever make it
as well as the ones | tried in Japan.

=aRE FiEE BA
Haruto Ito (High School Student)
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| was very happy to see that the exchange program finally resumed this year after
a four-year break in the exchange between Kuki City and Roseburg due to the
COVID-19. Although | was not able to welcome my host family who took care of

: me when | went to Roseburg four years ago, | did meet a new friend. | was worried
at first because | did not know what to say to my new friend, ReeAnn, but we found out that we had common interests
and had a lot of fun together. | am not very good at English, but when communicating with her, | was able to
communicate using gestures and simple words. Grammar and other things taught at school are of course important,
but | felt that they are not everything.

ReeAnn Abel

ABTINORERBCTELZLICETHRFL VLIS, ABOREKICETHEHLTWET, BHD
BT, ROBBRIE—EENONBVEDICARYE L, BSIEETHEERT, Fbid—#Ic/<E
ADZELLWIEEZLFEL, BROBICE TN, AVATEZ—THO LEZRALY, HHITIZEK
HLTCHLENEFHA, BRIFELWVWEZATZL, ALIZETHRYITT, F-LOAITELZVWER-T
WET, ABTOESA, MORS (Z2—Y=FV R YA VKEORKER) #HBSETINTH
WA ESIZIVWE LTz, ABETMOEIADE TRAZETETC, ETHEETL, BHT, HYA L
STETVE LT,
| am so thankful for being able to experience the trip to Kuki City. | am very thankful for my family in Kuki. They
really made my experience one | will never forget. They were so generous and we did so many amazing things
together. From aride in a fast car to an amazing helicopter ride over the city. | can't thank them enough. Japanis a
beautiful place and the people there are so kind. | hope to go back again sometime in the future. Thankyou Kuki
City also for allowing me to show my Poi routine to you. | felt very blessed to perform for the group. Thank you again.
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Yuri Shinoda (High School Student)

AETOERY O [REBFEY] IS, BREEL—HIOAKREE
TEML, BEBETHEIBEECHEKREZEBRZZEN—FEL
D otze BER. K. A HEETHADLE—HEICELA
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HARICHT 2B WICESE L7,
The most enjoyable experience for me was wearing yukata and eating
takoyaki and shaved ice at a food stall at the “Lantern Festival," a
summer festival in Kuki City, with Zoe. We enjoyed Japanese culture
together with hot springs, fireworks, watermelon splitting, and more. She loves sushi and is learning karate. This shows
that Japanese culture is permeating foreign countries and the rest of the world. | was also impressed by her passion for
Japan.

Zoe Vickers
AAROXILEZIMEREEZTNZEIZ, SETEHEVWEREAWEIERHL TWET, NI WEL L,
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P OEBZETLITTIERL, SUVEDZEERRTELLEBVET, FRAM 773U -3 EETH
Ol T<NFE L, AR THELIE, INEFTREBELZCLEDAVEREL LWL D TLT,
There are no words to express how grateful | am for this opportunity to learn about your culture. Since | was a little girl,
if someone asked me, “If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be?” My answer was always, “Japan.”
With this in mind, this trip has been way more than just crossing something off on my bucket list. My host family made
me feel so welcome. The hospitality | received was unlike anything | have experienced.

=aRE LB &R
Haruna Yamaga (High School Student)
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TNFHRRA P77 T —ICREHLIZWTY, 7o BUORYP
. b - | BANOREEFL LIS > ALICHREHH L TWET,
| was nervous because it was my first time hosting and | was not confident in my English ability. However, when | saw
Angel smiling at me and trying her best to learn Japanese, | realized that the desire to relate to foreigners is many times
more important than perfect English ability. | would also like to thank my host family for accepting me, as | was able to
learn about their care and thoughtfulness, which | had not noticed when | went to the U.S. for a homestay myself. |
would also like to thank those who prepared the welcome and farewell parties.

Anjelina Csernak

BAADKIIEBS LWEERTL, FIZL-UAL? S, TR F 772U —DEIAIFETHEKRT, #
PIELTLNFE LTz, BROXLZZFARLY, RA 773V —¢—RIZBI LY, AZETDOA=BH
ATREDIEREEED D ZENTEE L, CDEIBERESA TN LICETHREFLTWET, &
DR BLTLIBONEDY > T-EERCRBEZROZIENTE, ETHEETT,
My trip to Japan was an amazing experience. Ever since the first day arriving, the people treated me with such
generosity and hospitality. | enjoyed learning about Japanese culture and spending time with my host family and
getting closer overall with the whole Kuki group. I’'m very thankful for the opportunity and will always cherish the
memories. | am blessed to have a lifelong friendship with Haruna Yamaga that could only happen through this trip.
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Akihisa Umehara (Kuki JHS 2"d Grade)

AERJYOBRAEBEE, BIEIOBEIEMTEIL%ET
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FERITRY CEELEITE, BEICARXMLZELATED
AT2ZEMNETHEEBLL/12TT, REHLO—IN=7I21TS
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| was really looking forward to participating in this project when I heard that it was going to resume after a four-year
absence. The person we welcomed into my home was Katelyn, whose high school sister was stayed with us in 2018. We
went to the lantern festival and Asakusa, and | was very happy that she was able to enjoy Japanese culture. If | cango to

Roseburg next year, | would like to learn a lot about American culture. For this purpose, | would like to study English,
American history, geography, and more from now.

Katelyn Lane

ZESLWVWAERFBETLIZ, AT TBITIENATETETL LD -1 TT, AALETHLRIFHNT,
BFICRR M 772U = —HEICWBDDAELI27-TT, 7K SADEEDDHIC, EDOLIIHKEBEE-
TWEDHW AR DD THEBREN 7L, BEIZETEFW LT T, A —FBEWDIE, T
BEEHOAKZTEITY,

| had an amazing visit to Japan. It was great to see and spend time in Kuki City. The people were very friendly, and |
especially enjoyed being with my host family. It was fascinatingto see how they prepare the food for so many school
children, and our school lunch was delicious. My greatest surprise was the narrow streets and the size of the cars.

ALTOREADD
2 Fram CPasistant j@m}wt&}@ Tewclere—2 o

Danny Bivens

Thank you so much for joining the exchange program this year! | hope that the experience of
international communication and friendship stays with you for years to come!

7R

RMBEICBIMLCWZE HYPESIZTVEL BERENAII 22— 3
VERBOEBRD, ZOXRDLTEETADLICES ZEEZBE>TLETY |

Nicerio Nazzer
Having the opportunity to interact with people from another country at your age is a rare life

experience that | hope all of you will forever treasure and remember!

BIAODEMTHEDOAL ERXRT2EEE2FO LT, EERAERRTH Y.
EXAPFEICATICEZ TWTNBZEEZFE->THET !

"N &

James Morita

Congratulations on joining the Kuki-Roseburg exchange program this year. This will be an
invaluable opportunity to learn about different cultures and make new friends while doing so.
| hope that you will be able to make wonderful memories that will last a lifetime!

AE-O—ZAN—FRXRBEADSIIZIOWT, DEYBEVRLETFET, B
EEVP, FILLWREAELIEEAMEICH T L EBVWEYT, —£D0TIBICKRDIERE
S5LWBWHATE/ZZEEZBE->TWET !
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Yuko Uchida (Taito JHS 2" Grade)
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| was very happy and excited when | decided to accept Wanjiku. However, when |
met Wanjiku for the first time, | was very nervous and could not talk to her on my
own. At first, | couldn't talk much, but in the car on the way home, we talked
about school and our families. On the day of the lantern festival, my friend,
Wanjiku and | wore yukata, and we took pictures of it, which | think was a good memory for Wanjiku. We were also able
to make many other memories. Wanjiku has already gone back to the U.S., but we still keep in touch with each other
through LINE. | hope to stay in touch with Wanjiku for a long time.

Rebecca “Wanjiku” Ngigi

ARTORBEIZESICEDL ST, BED L S AEBRIMRY LT onzBELTT, 2HEBICIE. BEXRDE
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BUOHEREWNEREBIIRBC. JILAVDRENI R REEZE LA F LT, mA 77U —&—IC. ERAHA
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My stay in Japanwas an absolute dream come true, and the experiences unfolded in a magical way. During my second
day, | had a delightful experience wearing a traditional Japanese kimono while participatingin a staple Kuki City
tradition, the yearly lantern festival. My host sister and | had a wonderful time watching the lantern floats and eating
various Japanese foods. During the trip, our group also had the pleasure of visiting a beautiful Shinto shrine, where we
admired the architecture while learning about the spiritual significance. Another memorable excursion was our trip to
Nagatoro, where we reveled in the lush scenery along the riverbanks. With my host family, | had the opportunity to
behold the spectacular urban landscape of Tokyo from the heights of the TokyoSkytree. In addition to these
unforgettable experiences, my host family also took me to an adorable cat cafe and Round 1, a huge building filled with
various amusements. Each day was filled with joy. The most heartwarmingand cherished parts of my trip were spending
time with my host family. From the moment we met, they showered me with kindness and made me feel like part of
their own family. My host mom made me delicious food, and my host family and | played games togetherin the
evenings. My host sister and | talked for hours, learning more about our two countries and cultures. The family days we
had were filled with laughter, joy, and unforgettable moments. The hardest part of the trip was definitely saying
goodbye, and it felt like time flew by too quickly. The language barrier also posed some challenges, but with the help of
translation apps, we managed to overcome it. For anyone planning to visit Japan, my biggest advice, which | struggled
with myself, is to resist the urge to spend all your money at once. With so many cool and unique things to buy, it's
tempting to splurge, but it's important to budget and pace your spending so you have enough money for souvenirs, gifts,
and personal expenses. Overall, Japan's captivating blend of tradition, nature, and modernity has etched a special place
in my heart, and | can only hope that one day I'll have the opportunity to return and relive these cherished moments.
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lori Akatsu (Kurihashi Higashi JHS 3" Grade)
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By participatingin this project, | was able to learn many things, such as
understanding the cultural differences between our countries and being able to
communicate with each other even if we don't speak the same language. | was
nervous at first, but we talked a lot and got to know each other better. In the end,
we went to the festival together wearing yukata and enjoyed roller coasters and
swimming pools. It was a great experience.

Amber Todd
AEMADKRIIZFES L, AETREOBEVWHOOD EDIZRAY £ L7z, RIRTIE AL, BBRTL, —
FBELDSTDEFHA 77 IV —EDRETY, BRICHLWEATELZOT, Zhrndb - ed8ik%
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72L. SEEBEY X XONBELEZ TCWET, b, BE. BHRYKT., FROEREZL, 2L ALY
LHRRA 771V — AEMHMETOIARNTHAFETT, TOLIBEREZEX TWEREERHYNES D
IWE L7,
My trip to Kuki City was amazing and one of the best experiences of my life. It wasn’t a vacation but an experience. My
favorite part was the time with my host family which | will be forever grateful to. | have a new sister in Japanand | hope
to always keep in contact with her. This experience solidified my desire to minor in Japanese in college and now | am
considering International business as a field. | loved everything about our visit to Kuki City; the culture, the food, the
day trips, the students at the school, and most of all, my host family. Thank you for this opportunity.

FEERPER1IE EH FX
Manami Suda (Kurihashi Higashi JHS 15t Grade)

MO SESMERFLELABRIFARDL DN ETT XY AIFEATLE
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FAIN—HEICATH TR LAY 27T, RIFYVEBTRET DI EIFETHE
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The reason | wanted to participate this time was because | had lived in the U.S.A.
from the age of four until the third grade of elementary school, and for the past
four years since returning to Japan, | have not had any opportunities to speak
with people from overseas, and | thought my English speaking ability was
gradually declining. | was very nervous at first when we were paired, but as we
talked more and more, our conversation expanded. | felt that | really liked and
enjoyed speaking English after all. It was a good memory.

Olivia Stephens

BARICITMEIXFTDH Y £ L1z, RITEICE7-BFREIIIRCTKRKETLEZ, BEZ4EL T, BE%Z2K
HR/-DIC. RITEISELBEEEFEATLE, TH, ERIIT o THD ERYEICEB S LA TT, BE
DENBHDIDOARELERIE LNEFETAN, REBEIEZABRIEEFAEWNWTT L, AARETHEYITL T,
AYIT—FIT—EOBVNHIZABRITTLE,

Going to Japan was worth it. Even though the plane ride was horrible. | literally took 4 naps and watched 2 movies and
there was still time left on the plane. But once | was there, it was amazing. You might think it would be hard because of
the language barrier but it’s really not and everyone is so kind there. It really was a trip of a lifetime.
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Souta Saito (Washinomiya Higashi JHS 2"d Grade)

SEDAETHPEEBRRETRBEICSML TT IR
¥9, BEIEZOHY., —DBIFEORTE o=V v v 7 2 XECELL
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WENT=D BT, Z2BIFEDICWAARDADWZETT, SED
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I amvery happy to have participated in the program. The first reasonis that | was
able to take Jack, who was | was paired with, to various places such as Asakusa and
Mt. Fuji. Since Jack arrived, he has always wanted to go to Mt. Fuji, and | was able
to make a lot of memories with Jack on that trip. Secondly, | gained a lot of
strength. Through the program, | improved my ability to communicate and speak
English. | also decided to make friends with people from other countries.

Jack Pace

HATOEFIL, AOANETRDBIFHA T4 I TERBS LWMERO—DTLE, KA M7 73U —(Z
ETHHYTEWMTCEDLIALDLTLEZ, BHLDOSH EIXfToY | ERAAAY Y —DTH>RAIZIT- 7
D, BRICH D1 SADEFPHAEEZRICITo7W &, 7K SADTIT4ET4%LFE LT EILPA
FZWHDD, L THENTERTLRERGNTY, SEFTCTHRHMEOHDZ LDV EDTLT, FIL
BAANEBARXLISEWE S EROZZBNTWET,

My time in Japan was one of the most exciting and awesome experiences of my life. My host family was extremely kind
and respectful. We did many activities like going to the base of Mt. Fuji, going to the top of the Tokyo Sky Tree, and
traveling to see many temples and shrines in Tokyo. While there are many buildings and people, it is a very quiet, clean,
and safe place to visit. It was one of the most worthwhile things | have ever done. | have a deep love and respect for
the Japanese People and culture.

BERPER2E AE B
Haruto Naito (Washinomiya Higashi JHS 2"d Grade)

BIELZORMICBMT 20T > B LAICLTWE LT,
ZDO8HM. < TAEstone RFEE LY BATLYLE LT
ZDOHRTH, BRBEDYDPHERNTY, EEFEFEETTE,
EThenjoyL £ L7z, MICHERIADA VY =T TEEL
RV, RBRIIT-CEMERAYAERE Y 3 v FICHITEE
L7z, Eston& —#EICHEATWS &, BZTENE < HVWELSD
Fli, INhBHT o LEstonE REHITTWELZWLTT,
Fro. KE, O—IN—FTEABRBUVHEIEN DD, S5
ETHELATTY,

I have been looking forward to participating in this exchange for a long time. | spent a lot of time talking and playing
with Eston over the eight days he was here. One of the most memorable events for me was the Lantern Festival. We
wore jinbei and had a lot of fun. We also went to Tokyo Sky Tree to see the scenery, Asakusa to see the Kaminarimon,
and went to the Nintendo Store. | hope to keep in touch with Estonin the future. | am looking forward to seeing what
kind of memories we can make in Roseburg next year.

Eston Barney

HADAEZETA~OKIE, AOANETREORBOVEDERY F LT, BARICITLDIFETHERLEL
7o RO ORERLEENITIBAAZRTDDIEIHTTLIZL, E5R2DONREEDEFHATLZ, AEICE
BTDE. RABNKETHATINE LT, ZEBOLVLWHRR 773V —dHEWL R FORICE 72
A, A ODEIE—BRICL TEAEY E L7z, BAOEBOL LIIEEETIEEVREAWVIE T TXUAH
ICWBRTIZBEABARDLFERBEZ EEFKEABHDEONLRELE LT, FIEERIRBEBVLWHEEZEY.
WOAHRORFAICH 2 BEROAEFTICHDFDE_ORIZFEZDOA’FLENEE A,

My trip to Kuki City, in Japan was by far one of the best experiences of my life. Going to Japan was very nerve-racking. |
had never traveled that far away from home and | had no idea how it was going to go. Upon arriving in Kuki, we were
greeted with smiling faces, and welcoming arms. The moment | met my wonderful host family, and returned to our
home, all of my worries instantly vanished. | can't even begin to describe how wonderful Japanis, and | truly believe
that those of us in the United States could learn a lot from Japan. | made life lasting friendships, memories,and | can't
wait to one day return to my home across the world in Kuki City, Japan.
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Tomu Shirako (Kuki Minami JHS 2"d Grade)
R—LRATAZTHHERELTERI LRI -T2 NE, WS> THhDB E

ZEAWTREDEWVWS Z eI F LT, EERFESAVWEBEZFES> DL

ETHELWEWS Z DL an Y £ LT

Before the homestay, | was worried about it, but when | tried it, | realized that it

was a surprisingly good idea. | realized that it is very difficult to use a language you

don't normally speak.

Vern Thompson (Chaperone)

AEZETOREIIARYICEBSL LAr-7-TT, BEAPHZES ZLICLY —
BRLIEBS LLARDERLEL, L IVICRITE TR D EICIE.
b0l AARDREICE > TWE LT, AOFLWEETHEIEFTV 7
TV—o3ayax AFYU. bL ZLTYLIZT—ILEEYWTT,
INUERBS LT BLLT BLLT, BERBTRERFWEWERL
¥ L7,

My time in Kuki was absolutely wonderful. It seemed like every day was greater and better than the last. Everyone in
Japan associated with the city of Kuki were friends by the time to fly back to Oregon. Shout out to my new good friends
Yoshiyuki, Kaori, Tomu and Rimu Shirako. Couldn’t ask for a greater, kinder, more fun and generous family.

E#HEPERLIE BE Ef
Aika Kurosu (Shobu JHS 15t Grade)

AL FBOICIR 722 EIER T L TOWEIC [RAOFEROKEEICITE
EDRENKD| LE- TV ETT, MICHEICY AR A ¥ I Ak
V., RENEZLIBER-TWEEE>TWE LT, A—IAN=FZBAN
ZWZ LMo TV T E, ZZETEANZVEB S TWED 572D T
ETHEUV - Y LEL, 5THETABEL /Y. Facebook TEE L 72 V)
LTWBDT, IhrobiEliiznTd,

The thing that stuck with me the most was when we were talking at home and she
said, "A wild bear comes to my schoolyard." She also said that squirrels and skunks
come to her yard and that her friend has four horses. | knew that Roseburghad a
lot of nature, but | was very surprised because | didn't think there was that much
nature. We still video call each other and talk on Facebook and hope to continue to
do so.

Nicki Opp (Chaperone)

32023 7B DEERDODAZFEEICENTIDY £ L7z, TOKRIE. BOTHEEL TWULEIIES
DREBETLT, A4, A, BOE., Z L TI0HBEITEW - ABBERAZE, ROTRTHERBS LA >74-TY,
ZDOBRDFMCEZ TLANT-HEAZTEICTE I LIIARAET, RYICEBES L7 LHAEAEFEA !

| was a late addition to the delegation that traveled to Kuki Japanin July, 2023. The trip was the greatest experience
that | never even knew that | wanted to have. Everything about the trip was wonderful; the people, the outings, the
sightseeing, and the relationships we made over the ten days. Itis impossible to put into words the impact this trip had
on me; truly amazing!
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It was a lot of fun.

K SADEEELLWVWE LT

We got a lot of happiness
from this experience.

HELTHMBICRDZ NS LHY

ZAZ L TR, -/TY
As parents, we learned a lot,
and we are glad we took part in it.

RIEO—EDBWHATEL L

We have made memories that
will last a lifetime for our family.

B -1,
FrZANELIZWTT
We would like to host again
when the opportunity arises.

TR DR
DOEFOENENE LT
We were able to see our child
in a way we don't usually see.
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A—XN=TDEZAN
BEATINELELWTY
We are happy that you had a
good time.

Tk IR
RERWIRERICAY £ L7
It was a very good experience
for both the kids and our family.

BERBZARD

Ceieds o) IR DEs

&1
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This was a very meaningful exchange.

WODRZEFHRTHIZWNTT

We would love to visit you someday.

COHEEWICRHHLET

Thank you for this experience.

HATOEED.
FovEHXB—BELT
Ko T NIE=HEE-TWET
We hope that your time in Japan will
remain as a sparkling moment.
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